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When Marnie was in high school, going to college was never really an option she took seriously; however, as a young working mother, she began to realize college was her best chance of improving her family’s future. Marnie was attracted to the flexibility of online programs, so she found a program she liked and signed up.  In doing so, she became a college student for the first time, joining millions of other students choosing to pursue college without following the traditional time line.  For online students like Marnie, it is important to realize that what it takes to succeed as an online student is not always the same as for a ground campus student. In order to be successful, online learners must build and use a support system, exhibit strong time management skills, and seek out connections between coursework and possible future applications.	Comment by Carrie Wandler: The Hook:
This is the first sentence (or two) of the introduction, designed to get readers interested in your topic. 
You can use any of the following for your hook:
An anecdote or short story
A rhetorical question
An interesting fact or observation	Comment by Carrie Wandler: Background:
You provide relevant background information to help your reader understand the thesis that you are about to introduce.
You can use any of the following to provide background information: 
Define any terms that are important to your thesis that a reader may be unfamiliar with
Demonstrate why this topic is relevant; who does it affect? Why is it important that readers be informed about this topic?
If the topic has several components, here is where you can describe them and how they fit together.	Comment by Carrie Wandler: Thesis Statement:
The thesis comes as the last sentence in the introduction paragraph. The thesis must do two things:
Identify the topic 
Name the three components (characteristics, qualities, and habits) that you will focus on in the body paragraphs.
First, for students to be successful online, they must focus on building and using a support system to help them as they add education to their already long and sometimes overwhelming daily to-do lists. Students need to look for and seek out support in their personal lives. For example, students with children can assign age-appropriate responsibilities; even toddlers can help with chores like feeding a pet or setting the table, while older children can take on more sophisticated tasks like dishes and laundry. Spouses, parents, friends, bosses, and coworkers can also be great sources of support, and, while there are many opportunities for support outside of the university, there are also many great resources offered by schools that students should seek out and use. These include working with advisors and instructors as well as using other support systems such as learning centers, tutoring services, or career services, which typically do not cost additional money and are designed specifically for student success. While support systems are important in helping online students make time for their studies, these students are not likely to succeed unless they have a clear time management strategy in place to ensure classwork is done in a timely fashion. 	Comment by Carrie Wandler: Topic Sentences: 
These should clearly identify the topic of this particular body paragraph for the reader. 
Should be short and to the point
Should not use examples or evidence
Should relate directly to part of the thesis statement	Comment by Carrie Wandler: Supporting Sentences:
These make up the majority of each of your body paragraphs. 
Should be focused on bringing in the evidence, examples, and illustrations needed to support your thesis
Should only contain sentences that relate directly to the topic identified in the topic sentence
If a sentence does not relate directly to topic sentence, consider taking it out or moving it to a more appropriate body paragraph	Comment by Carrie Wandler: Transition statements:
These are the last sentence in each body paragraph.
Should do two things: 
Sum up topic that was addressed in the paragraph and relate this topic to the one that comes in the next body paragraph
Uses transitional words (while, although, in addition, etc.) to connect ideas across body paragraphs
	The next characteristic online students must have to be successful is that they must make their education a priority in their life and must manage their time wisely. For students to be successful, they must be organized and keep track of deadlines and due dates. Using a calendar and adding calendar reminders for due dates can be extremely effective in helping students to keep track of deadlines. Even more importantly, perhaps, students must build time into their week to work on schoolwork and commit to using that time accordingly. While it can be very easy to allow other areas, such as family or work, to take precedence over education, for students to be successful online, they must be willing to carve out regular time to attend to their class readings and assignments. However, even the most diligent online students will have trouble succeeding if they do not find ways to make the work they do in the class meaningful for themselves in the real world. 	Comment by Carrie Wandler: Note how each of the three body paragraphs follows the same structure: 
Topic sentence
Supporting sentences
Transition statement
Finally, students who want to be successful in online programs must actively seek out connections between what they learn in their classes and how it can be applied in future academic, professional, or personal situations. While the degree itself is helpful in qualifying for certain positions, students must remember that the true value of their education comes from the knowledge learned throughout their courses and how it can be applied beyond the classroom. Employers seek out applicants who have degrees because they are looking for employees who have the knowledge that comes from taking those required classes and who can apply that knowledge professionally. So, for example, strong writing skills are very valued in most professional environments in today’s technologically driven world, meaning that students who can take what they learn in a writing class and use it professionally will stand out among the crowd. This is the final component needed to ensure success in the online learning environment.	Comment by Carrie Wandler: The transition statement for the last body paragraph should build a connection between this content and the conclusion.
To succeed as an online student, learners must have these three characteristics: they need to use a support system, prioritize their education, and seek out opportunities to use what they learned in school in future settings. As such, for Marnie to realize her dream of making life better for her family, she must go beyond simply enrolling in college; she must complete her degree and use what she learned to pursue professional and personal success. Getting a degree online is a fantastic opportunity for nontraditional students to get an education while managing other personal and professional responsibilities. Students with these characteristics will be equipped with all they need to change their life for the better.	Comment by Carrie Wandler: Restatement of Thesis: 
The conclusion is your chance to remind your reader of the thesis you stated in the introduction.
You should be stating your thesis in a slightly different way here (do not cut and paste thesis from introduction into conclusion).
You do need to make sure that the order of the characteristics named here is the same as in the thesis and body paragraphs. 	Comment by Carrie Wandler: Bringing it All Together:
The conclusion should sum up all elements of the argument covered in the body paragraphs. 
Remember that you are summarizing; you should not be bringing in new pieces of evidence or examples at this point	Comment by Carrie Wandler: Closing Sentence:
This is your chance to leave a lasting impression on your reader. 
Develop a sentence that demonstrates the importance or relevance of the point you have argued in the thesis. 
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